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Robert "Bob" Eugene Beckwith

Robert “Bob” Eugene Beckwith, aged 98, of Lansing, formerly of 
Corunna, passed away Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018 at the Bickford of 
West Lansing. Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday,
Dec. 27, 2018, at the Trinity United Methodist Church, 1629 Brady St. 
Chesaning, Michigan. The Rev. Timothy Woycik will officiate, with 
burial to follow in Pine Tree Cemetery in Corunna at 3 p.m. Family 
will receive friends at Watkins Brothers Funeral Homes, Corunna 
Chapel Wednesday from 3 to 7 p.m.

Bob was born April 2, 1920, to the late Bidger and Grace Beckwith in 
Corunna and would spend most of his life there. He was a 
successful dairy farmer in Shiawassee County for many years. Bob
served faithfully in the United States Coast Guard during World War 
II. He was an active member of Corunna United Methodist Church, 
New Lothrop United Methodist Church, and Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Chesaning. After his marriage to Marjorie, he became a
member of South Baptist Church in Lansing.

Bob was involved in several community service organizations, 
including a chapter of the Shiawassee County Farm Bureau. For 
nearly 20 years he volunteered as a tax consultant with the Owosso 
Senior Citizens. He was a devoted husband, father and grandfather.
Mr. Beckwith is survived by his wife, Marjorie; five children: Norman 
and wife Chris; Sarah Pease; Roy and wife Terri; Kathy Jones; 
Roberta Smith and husband John; stepsons George and wife Tonda
Potter; Tom and wife Tammy Potter; nine grandchildren; many 
great-grandchildren, step-grandchildren and step great 
grandchildren. Also surviving are one sister, Alzina Seeley; one 
brother Harold and his wife, Lilah; several nieces and nephews and 
their families.

Robert was preceded in death by his beloved wives, Ella (Holstead) 
and Margaret (Phipps), one sister, Armina, and his parents, Bidger
and Grace Beckwith.
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Margaret W. Clarkson

Margaret W. Clarkson age 82 of Corunna, Michigan passed away 
Wednesday, February 5, 2003 at her home. She was a Librarian at 
Durand High School and a Teacher at Croswell-Lexington High School. 
Funeral Services will be held Saturday, February 8, 2003 at 2:30 P.M. at 
First United Methodist Church in Corunna, Michigan. Rev. Dr. Michael 
Peterlin will officiate with burial at Greenwood Cemetery in Vernon, 
Michigan. Visitation will be held Thursday from 5-9 P.M. and Friday from 
2-9 P.M. at Smith Family Funeral Homes, Corunna Chapel. There will also 
be visitation at the church on Saturday from 1:00 P.M. until the time of 
the service at 2:30 P.M
. 

Margaret was born on October 17, 1920 in Venice Township, Michigan 
the daughter of George and Clara (Harris) Martin. She graduated from 
Corunna High School, then attended Central Michigan University where 
she earned her Bachelor’s Degree and Michigan State University where 
she earned her Master’s Degree. On January 29, 1944 she married the 
late Lee Clarkson at the family farm in Corunna, Michigan. Margaret was 
a member of First United Methodist Church of Corunna. She was also a 
member of Shiawassee County Retired Teachers, Extension Club, and a 
member of the Woman’s Society at First United Methodist Church of 
Corunna. Margaret resided most of her life in Corunna, Michigan.

Survivors include her daughter, Muriel (David) McMonigle of Owosso, 
son, Ward (Ann Nazione) Clarkson of Corunna, son, Bryan Clarkson 
(friend, Carrie Wingeier) of Corunna, 7 grandchildren and one great 
grandchild, 5 brother-in-laws, Gene (Greta) Clarkson of Croswell, Jule
(Joyce) Clarkson of Pontiac, Wayne (Colleen) Clarkson of Croswell, 
Arden (Romona) Clarkson of Croswell, and Lyle (Rita) Clarkson of 
Croswell. She was predeceased by her parents, husband and 1 son,
Mark.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to First United 
Methodist Church of Corunna or Shiawassee County Council on Aging. 
The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Corunna 
Chapel.
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Marie Ella Kurney
Age 101 of Corunna passed away Monday, September 26, 
2022 at the Hospice House of Shiawassee County.
Funeral services will be held 11am Friday, September 30, 2022 
at Nelson-House Funeral Home with Pastor Jerry Walden 
officiating. Burial will follow at Pine Tree Cemetery. The family 
will receive friends at the funeral home on Thursday from 4pm 
to 8pm.
Marie was born December 24, 1920 in Caledonia Township, the 
daughter of William and Millie (Craig) Parr. At 2 weeks old her 
mother Millie passed away and she was raised by Lizzy and 
Arthur Phelps.
She graduated from Corunna High School, class of 1938 and 
earned a Masters Degree in Education from Central Michigan 
University.
Marie attended the Juddville United Methodist Church. She 
married Wayne Kurney in Owosso on May 28, 1945; he 
predeceased her.
Marie loved tending to her flower and vegetable gardens, 
quilting, and spending time with her family. She was a member 
of the Daughters of the American Revolutionary War.
Marie started her teaching career at Lewis and Martin, the one 
room school house and later at Louise Peacock Elementary as 
a kindergarten and 1st grade teacher; retiring from Corunna 
Public Schools after more than 32 years of service. She also 
volunteered as a superintendent at the Shiawassee County 
Fair in the Quilting and Sewing department.
Marie is survived by her children, Waynette Topolski and 
Eugene "Gene" Kurney; grandchildren, Laura (Jerry) 
Drouillard, Emily (John) Rosser, Amanda (Ron) Mrva and 
Justin (Leann) Kurney; great-grandchildren Wyatt, Aubrey, 
and Easton Rosser, Alan, Olivia, Ella, and Allie Mrva, Anna, 
Melanie, and Martin Kurney; other loving family and friends.
She was predeceased by her husband, sisters Pauline McCall 
and Margaret Parr; daughter-in-law Wendy Kurney, foster 
siblings Edna Phelps, Doris Allen, Ruby Eshelman, and 
Reynolds Phelps.
Memorial contributions are suggested to the Hospice House 
of Shiawassee County.
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Mary Jane Limmex
Mary Jane Limmex (nee Renwick), longtime 
resident of Highland Heights, Ohio, and recent 
resident of Judson Park Retirement Community, 
departed this life Friday, Dec. 12, 2008.

She is survived by her daughter, Elizabeth 
Limmex, and preceded in death by her husband 
Thomas.

Mrs. Limmex retired from the Cleveland Public 
Schools after teaching 25 years at Jane Addams 
Vocational School. She also was a registered 
dietician and had been honored as a 50-year 
member of the American Dietetic Association. 
She served as 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army, 
during World War II and as a hospital dietitian.

A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday 
at St. Paul Episcopal Church, Corunna. 
Visitation will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at 
Smith Family Funeral Homes, Corunna Chapel. 
Burial will be held at Pine Tree Cemetery, 
Corunna. A memorial service will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 4, 2009, at St. Bartholomew 
Episcopal Church.
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